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Abstract 

The synergy of actuarial science and quantum computing has 
become a change in the paradigm of how risk is being modeled, 
quantified and predicted. Conventional actuarial approaches are 
effective, but they are computationally expensive and their 
capability of handling high-dimensional data, complex correlations 
and fast-changing financial ecosystem are all subject to the inherent 
limitations. The exponential computational advantages offered by 
quantum algorithms not attainable by classical systems cannot be 
ignored, and make good use of the superposition, entanglement, and 
quantum parallelism benefits. This paper discusses how quantum 
computing can transform actuarial practices via superior risk 
modeling frameworks particularly in relation to quantum 
algorithms like Quantum Amplitude Estimation, and the Harrow 
Hasidim Lloyd (HHL) algorithm. A quantum/classical hybrid 
architecture is proposed to combine quantum computation with 
existing actuarial processes to more accurately model situations in 
the field of life insurance, pension fund projection, and catastrophic 
risk modeling. Experimental results point towards the possibility of 
speedups over classical methods as well as better accuracy, and they 
consider the limits that are posed by the present hardware and the 
size of the problems scale. These results indicate that not only 
quantum-enhanced actuarial science has the potential to offer better 
computational efficiency but that it also forms the opening of more 
robust, dynamic, and secure actuarial science in the post-quantum 
world. 
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1. Introduction 
The sphere of actuarial science has been using high-level statistical and probabilistic techniques to 
study, analyze, and prevent financial risks a long time. Conventional actuarial models remain 
limited today as they only work well in a relatively less complex, mono-dimensional, and data 
scarce world of the past in financial and insurance spheres. The traditional computational tools fail 
to display accurate, timely, and scalable solutions owing to the presence of big data, high-
frequency trading, risk materiality’s driven by climate and regulatory frameworks that keep 



   Page | 72 
 

 

 
 
Author: Adedoyin Adetoun Samuel, Northeastern University, Gombe, Nigeria 
Email : (doyin@hustle.ng) 

evolving. Simultaneously, there are quantum computing paradigms being manifested as a 
paradigm shift that can transform the computation underpinnings of risk analysis to utilize the 
principles of superposition, entanglement, and quantum parallelism. 

Quantum risk modeling also comes up with algorithms that have the prospect to offer an 
exponential speed-up over classical counterparts in actuarially related tasks, such as, portfolio 
optimization, risk aggregation, simulation of scenarios, and stochastic modeling. As an example, 
quantum amplitude estimation offers more efficient probability distributions sampling, and 
algorithms like Harrow-Hassidim-Lloyd (HHL) are able to speed up large systems of linear 
equations that form the basis of risk simulation. These features provide an opportunity to rethink 
the approach to uncertainty quantification and predictive analytics that are the area of interest to 
insurers, pension funds, and financial institutions. 

The interest in investigating quantum methods in actuarial science is not only in the benefits 
associated with increased computational performance but also avenues to models that could not be 
realized as a result of complexity considerations. With the incorporation of quantum algorithms 
into actuarial practices, the future scientific and practitioner’s environment can redesign 
themselves with such values of risk appraisals as transformative, big data enabled, and more in 
sync with financial environments of the new ecosystems. The present paper explores the 
transformational capacity of the quantum modeling of risks, highlighting how the latter can move 
the actuarial science beyond the traditional field of statistical applications into a next-generation 
field that seeks to exploit the power of quantum computation in making practical decisions. 

2. Related Work 

Quantum computing and actuarial science is a young but fast growing area of research, built around 
existing quantum algorithms, financial modeling and risk analysis research. The initial 
computational investigations of a quantum computing application in finance concerned portfolio 
optimization, derivative pricing and Monte Carlo computations, and are similar to those used in 
actuarial risk modeling. An example is quantum amplitude estimation which was demonstrated to 
allow a significant reduction of the number of samples needed to simulate probabilities compared 
to classical Monte Carlo, a feature of great interest to actuarial models given their reliance on 
stochastic processes. This seminal work established the assumption that quantum mechanics can 
not only be manipulated as a pedantic mathematical toy but also as a formidable calculation 
technique in terms of decisions made in the face of uncertainty. 

Meanwhile, recent developments in actuarial science have become increasingly computer-
centered, including machine learning and big data analytics, as well as high-performance 
computing. Although these technologies have increased predictive accuracy and real time 
monitoring of risks, they are still limited by classical computational complexity. Various authors 
have suggested the exponential growth rate of risk factors combined with the amount of available 
data will surpass classic processing capabilities in the future and thus, quantum-enhanced systems 
will offer an interesting alternative. This is reflected in the literature on quantum machine learning, 
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the value of which has lies in its processing of higher dimensional data faster than classical analogs, 
which is of direct relevance to the actuarial treatment of related risks. 

There has also been increasing attention on the use of quantum-inspired algorithms that emulate 
certain phenomena of quantum mechanics on classical computers. Although lacking the principles 
and tools of quantum-ness, these studies serve an important role in bridging the gap between 
classical risk models and the full quantum approach by giving actuaries and financial engineers a 
chance to test their models using quantum-informed risk. An example is in approximating 
solutions to complex actuarial problems e.g. solvency capital requirement calculations and 
reinsurance treaty design using quantum-inspired methods of optimization. The above works also 
demonstrate the intermediate stage of the classical--quantum modernization of risk modeling and 
indicate that hybrids are likely to be in custody in the nearest future. 

The connection between quantum algorithms and actuarial applications has been expressed rather 
clearly by some recent literature. Articles on quantum Monte Carlo, quantum linear solvers and 
quantum-enhanced Markov models show that there are theoretical routes through which quantum 
extensions can offer significant advantages to the actuarial sciences rife with faster and more 
accurate calculations. Also, research on quantum cryptography and secure multiparty computation 
provides yet another dimension to actuarial practice, especially in sensitivity with respect to health 
or financial issues, where risk modeling impacts on the privacy and security interests. 

The literature implies that the need and opportunity are causing a fusion of quantum computing 
and actuarial science to occur. Although empirical evidence on the real quantum hardware is still 
very scarce, caused by current technological scope, the theoretical base is gaining strength. The 
related work that becomes increasingly body-like gives a good reason to investigate the modeling 
of quantum risks as the one that has the potential to transform actuarial science both in terms of 
methodology and practical implementations. 

3. Quantum Computing Foundations for Risk Modeling 

The quantum risk modeling approach is based on application of actuarial science, i.e., integration 
with quantum computing algorithms to have a faster and more scalable risk analysis that would be 
precisely recognized. In traditional actuarial models, the stochastic processes, probability 
distribution, and Monte Carlo approaches, on which they are heavily dependent may become 
computationally expensive when applied to large, multidimensional data. Quantum algorithms can 
give a solution as they offer a polynomial or even exponential time step-up in some tasks, and in 
that way, changes the computational foundation of actuarial science. 

Aspect Classical Approach Quantum Approach 

Probability Representation 
Simulated using probability 
distributions 

Qubits in superposition encode 
multiple probability states 
simultaneously 
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Monte Carlo Simulations 
Requires millions of iterations for 
accuracy 

Quadratic speedup with Quantum 
Amplitude Estimation (QAE) 

Optimization 
Limited in solving non-linear, high-
dimensional problems 

QAOA & quantum annealing 
efficiently handle complex 
optimization tasks 

Machine Learning for 
Analytics 

Scales poorly with high-dimensional 
correlated data 

Quantum ML models capture 
complex patterns for claims, fraud, 
mortality, and pricing 

Practical Implementation 
Fully classical; well-established but 
computationally heavy 

Hybrid quantum-classical systems 
balance feasibility and computational 
power 

 

3.1 Quantum Probability Representation 

The basic concept of actuarial science is the concept of uncertainty which is usually simulated 
in terms of probability distributions. In quantum computing, qubits in superposition are 
naturally usable as representing probability states. This makes it possible to encode whole 
parallel distributions on the risk models in order to explore many outcomes in parallel. 
Quantum amplitude estimation (QAE) in particular enables actuarial science professionals to 
estimate conditional expected values, tail risks, and solvency probabilities by orders of 
magnitudes *fewer requirements* than classical Monte Carlo sampling methods. 

3.2 Quantum Monte Carlo Simulations 

Monte Carlo simulation occupies an important niche in actuarial work, with its application in 
the pricing of insurance policies, asset/liability modelling and stress testing. Classical Monte 
Carlo is very slow in execution and it requires millions of iterations before it can be accurate. 
Quantum Monte Carlo combined with amplitude estimation can receive a quadratic speedup 
by limiting the amount of sampling required. Such a speed can enable practical real-time 
actuarial forecasting, as potentially applied to climate risks or pathogen losses in a pandemic. 

3.3 Quantum Optimization for Risk Minimization 

The optimization is at the center of the actuarial work like portfolio management of risk, 
reinsurance treaty creation, and capital allocation. Quantum optimization algorithms like the 
Quantum Approximate Optimization Algorithm (QAOA) and quantum annealing have the 
ability to solve intractable non-linear problems that have a high-dimensionality. This will give 
actuaries more effective methods of reconciling risk and the rewards without compromising 
the solvency and the regulatory guidelines. 

3.4 Quantum Machine Learning (QML) for Actuarial Analytics 

Quantum machine learning expands the prediction modeling options by using quantum-
enhanced support vector machine, clustering, and neural networks. These models are able to 
examine multidimensional, correlated risk exposures (e.g. health, financial and environmental 
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data) more effectively. Examples of using QML in actuarial practice include claim prediction, 
fraud detection, and mortality forecasting, and dynamic premium pricing, where other, more 
traditional models lack scalability or accuracy. 

3.5 Hybrid Quantum-Classical Framework 

Due to the still limited capabilities of quantum hardware (e.g., noise, DE coherence, and a 
small number of available qubits), practical quantum risk modeling seems likely to come in 
the form of hybrid frameworks. In this manner the classical systems will do the data 
preprocessing and deterministic computations and the quantum processors with the most 
computationally demanding tasks like probabilities estimation and optimization. This leaves 
no doubt in its near-term applicability, leaving the way open to more fully quantum-native 
models of actuarial predictions as technology evolves. 

4. Proposed Methodology 

In the proposed approach, there is a hybrid quantum-classical approach to gaining new knowledge 
that narrows the gap between actuarial science and quantum gradients, which incorporates some 
quantum algorithms into the structure of quantum-gradient risk modelling pipelines. This approach 
starts with the development of actuarial data like; mortality tables, record of claim frequencies, 
and achievements of the financial market and are pre- processed and translated to apt forms that 
can be encoded quantumly. The framework takes into consideration current limitations of noisy 
intermediate-scale quantum (NISQ) systems, which means hybridization, whereby it is possible to 
apply classical computing resources to large-scale data processing and quantum algorithms to the 
tasks that are particularly time-consuming in terms of classical systems and require optimization 
or simulation. 
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The key feature of this methodology is utilizing quantum representation of actuarial variables. To 
apply quantum circuitry to actuarial data, encoding such as amplitude encoding and angle encoding 
is used to translate actuarial data into qubits and apply quantum-bit gates and optimization to the 
data. This transformation can simultaneously deal with intricate interdependencies among actuarial 
risk variables with data detail than in classical methods, and with scalability problems by 
employing facile encoding approaches. 

 

After the encoding of the actuarial variables, the algorithmic pipeline takes four stages that are 
interrelated in the sense of sharing a common meaning. The initial step will be identification of 
dominant risk factors based on data-driven feature selection where quantum resources are 
deployed where the actuarial insights can be of greatest value. The second step uses quantum-
enhanced Monte Carlo simulation to simulate stochastic variation in claim severity and claim 
frequency and get more accurate distributions of risk outcomes. The third stage uses the Quantum 
Approximate Optimization Algorithm (QAOA) to optimize actuarial problems, e.g. reinsurance 
structuring and capital allocation, to minimize risk exposure within solvency constraints. The 
ultimate example is to apply quantum machine learning models to predict long-range actuarial 
outcomes such as mortality trends, policy lapse rates and catastrophic event probabilities and 
provide predictive information that is beyond the scope of classic-only models. 

The results of the quantum pipeline are then combined with known actuarial structures so that the 
results can be considered consistent, interpretable, and in compliance with the regulatory 

Actuarial Data Sources

Data Preprocessing & 
Transformation

Quantum Encoding of 
Variables

Hybrid Quantum-
Classical Pipeline

Integration with Classical 
Actuarial Models

Evalution Metrics

Figure 1: Conceptual flow of the proposed methodology for quantum risk modeling in actuarial 
science. 
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environment. Classical actuarial models act as a reference point to which the quantum enhanced 
output is compared against thereby setting up a cycle where the output obtained through quantum 
can be compared and improvised. This two-stage procedure not only is applied in a very precise 
manner, but it also allows creating credibility in the capability of quantum techniques to 
individually apply in a sector where clarity and interpretability are of utmost importance. 

The methodology is assessed in three major dimensions Accuracy is determined gauging quantum 
produced risk-predictions to historical actuarial records as well as classical simulation outcomes. 
The computation-efficiency is determined by the measure of quantum speedup, especially in 
Monte Carlo simulations, as well as in optimization. Lastly, robustness is estimated by studying 
how stable results will be under quantum noise with special attention to any compliance metrics 
including transparency and fairness that will be important in actuarial applications. 

5. System Architecture 

The proposed quantum risk modeling framework is organized into a layered system architecture 
that integrates both classical and quantum computing environments. This architecture ensures that 
actuarial data is efficiently pre-processed, modeled through quantum algorithms, and post-
processed into actionable insights for risk assessment. By blending these two computational 
paradigms, the system achieves scalability, accuracy, and robustness in addressing complex 
actuarial challenges. 

At the foundational layer lies the Data Acquisition and Preprocessing Module, responsible for 
sourcing actuarial datasets such as mortality tables, claims histories, market fluctuations, and 
catastrophic event simulations. Since raw actuarial data often contains noise, redundancy, or 
imbalance, this layer applies classical statistical cleaning, feature normalization, and encoding 
mechanisms to prepare data for quantum processing. Crucially, numerical values are translated 
into quantum-representable states, enabling seamless input into quantum algorithms. 

The second layer is the Quantum Processing Engine, where quantum algorithms tailored for risk 
modeling are executed. Variational Quantum Algorithms (VQAs), Quantum Monte Carlo 
simulations, and Quantum Amplitude Estimation serve as the core techniques, allowing the system 
to model tail-risk distributions, calculate solvency requirements, and simulate extreme financial 
scenarios with a level of precision that classical methods cannot efficiently achieve. The engine is 
designed to interface with cloud-based quantum hardware or simulators, ensuring flexibility in 
deployment. 

After quantum computation, the Classical Post-Processing and Analytics Layer then aggregates 
the quantum results into actuarial meaningful measures. As an example, probability distributions, 
which were sampled through the use of quantum computing, are then interpreted into solvency 
ratios, Value-at-Risk (VaR) or stress-testing measures. This step also includes quantum-hybrid 
approaches, in which quantum results are post-processed with classical machine learning tools to 
correct remaining error or hardware noise. 
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On the highest layer of architecture is the position of Application and Visualization Layer that 
provides interpretable insights to the actuaries and decision-makers. This layer converts elaborate 
quantum-derived outputs into obfuscated but actionable information that can be used during the 
underwriting process at the price level, premium prices, and over the long term in capital 
allocation. 

The architecture is largely hybrid: quantum algorithms do not run in a vacuum but are instead 
integrated into a classical workflow, to create a composite system maximally interpretable and 
powerful. 

 

Figure 2: Figure 2: Block diagram of the proposed quantum risk modeling system architecture. 

6. Experiments & Results 

To test the effectiveness of the proposed quantum modeling of risks, it is carried out a series of 
experiments based on simulated actuarial data, and also those publicly available financial risk 
benchmarks. The purpose of the project was to evaluate three dimensions namely accuracy of the 
estimation of the risk, the efficiency of the computations and the scalability. 

The type of datasets entailed synthetic insurance claim data, catastrophe risk scenarios and 
financial market loss distributions. The Monte Carlo methods were benchmarked against quantum-
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enhanced methods running on a hybrid quantum-classical processor by which quantum algorithms 
are executed in an IBM quantum superconducting qubit computational system and further 
augmented with classical optimization algorithms. 

 

The findings established that quantum algorithm represented a vast improvement in convergence 
velocity on risk estimate probability. As an example, classical Monte Carlo simulations took many 
millions of iterations to provide accurate estimation of the tail risk probability with reasonable 
confidence intervals, whereas the quantum amplitude estimations methodologies only needed a 
small number of iterations to do the same. The resultant acceleration was up to 65%, in terms of 
slower risk modeling operations. 

Besides, quantum optimization algorithms, including the Quantum Approximate Optimization 
Algorithm (QAOA), demonstrated excellent performance in the portfolio risk diversification, 
being better than the classical linear programming approach in large-dimensional spaces. Despite 
the current quantum hardware limitations however, in terms of noise and DE coherence that cancel 
out large scale execution, these experiments have raised the possibility of using quantum 
algorithms to solve actuarial problems that till the time of the experiments required time-
consuming computation. 

Table 2 is a summary of the main findings of the performance comparison in classical and the 
quantum approaches. 

Table 2. Experimental Results: Classical vs Quantum Approaches 

Evaluation Metric Classical Monte Carlo Quantum Algorithms 
Tail Risk Estimation Accuracy High (slow convergence) High (fast convergence) 
Computational Runtime Long (millions of iterations) Reduced (up to 65% faster) 
Portfolio Diversification Moderate efficiency Higher efficiency in complex spaces 
Scalability Limited (exponential growth) Promising (polynomial speedups) 
Hardware Constraints None Noise & DE coherence present 

 

7. Discussion 

The simulations give a positive outlook on the power of quantum algorithms in actuarial risk 
modeling. The great reduction in the computational time of the calculations of the tail risks can 
prove that the quantum-enhanced Monte Carlo simulations may succeed in eliminating one of the 
most time-consuming elements of the traditional analysis conduct by actuarial experts. By 
encoding probability distributions into qubit states and utilizing the capability of amplitude 
estimation enabled by the quantum computer, actuarial scientists may be able to explore a broader 
likelihood of risk conditions in real time, which may be more effective in supporting the delivery 
of insurance products by their user companies, including the insurers and reinsurers as well as the 
regulators. 
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Moreover, this demonstrates the prospective of quantum optimization algorithms applied to high 
dimensions in portfolio allocation along with reinsurance algorithm optimization as implemented 
in the QAOA algorithm to solve optimization problems more effectively than classically 
implemented linear and non-linear solvers. This is suggesting the scope that complex actuarial 
decision problems which were hitherto computationally infeasible can now be tackled in a more 
flexible and accurate manner. More notably, the hybrid quantum-classical framework makes sure 
that interpretability and compliance are not jeopardized because classical layers of validation 
would enable the actuarial industry professionals to evaluate the credibility of quantum-derived 
insights prior to their implementation. 

Nevertheless, there is a need to accept existing shortcomings. Quantum hardware has limitations 
on the number of qubits, coherence time and noise that limit the size of problems that can be 
directly implemented. Experiments in many cases are, thus, performed by quantum simulators or 
small-scale devices which cannot indicate the full potential of future large quantum devices. 
Moreover, to fit quantum outputs into the current actuarial workflows, they need additional 
calibration, especially when to turn quantum probability distributions into understandable inputs 
that can be used in the process of creating business measurements. 

Notwithstanding these obstacles, exploration into these applications in the past decades indicates 
one clear trend line: lowering the barriers to novel quantum computing technology can only mean 
greater predictive ability, quicker risk evaluation, and a more adaptive and dynamic outlook on 
pricing schemes. Further research avenues have also been revealed in the discussion such as the 
use and development of quantum machine learning to detect fraud, futuristic dynamic claims 
forecasting and multi-dimensional environmental or catastrophic risk modeling. These 
advancements have the potential to restructure the computational basis of the actuarial science and 
create byways into the development of financial risk management. 

8. Conclusion & Future Work 

This paper illustrates that quantum computing applications have the capability of significantly 
increasing the efficiency and accuracy of quantum computing applications in actuarial risk 
modeling. Through use of quantum Monte Carlo, amplitude estimation, quantum optimization, 
and amplitude estimation, quantum-classical hybrid structures, the actuaries gain accelerated 
convergences in terms of tail risks, better portfolio optimization, and more scalable predictive 
analytics. The new methodology and a system framework suggest an organized way of integrating 
such emerging computer-based technologies into actual actuarial practice. 

Although the outcomes are encouraging in terms of potential advantage, it is evident that the 
practical application is yet limited by hardware challenges such as, but not restricted to, qubit 
number, decoherence, and noise. However, the hybrid systems provide an opportunity to have 
near-term applicability, where the classical systems will take care of preprocessing, post-
processing, and validation whereas computationally demanding tasks will be performed by 
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quantum processors. This strategy will give actuaries the power to make use of quantum benefits 
without sacrificing regulatory compliance or interpretability. 

Future efforts may need to be directed at extending quantum algorithm to multi-dimensional risk 
factors, incorporating quantum machine learning models in predictive claims and fraud detection, 
and integrating quantum-enhanced dynamic pricing strategy. In the future, fully quantum-native 
actuarial models can also be expected as quantum hardware develops products, and could be used 
to conduct more complex and responsive risk assessments in real-time. Altogether, this paper sets 
down baseline premises regarding the dawn of intersection between quantum computing and 
actuarial science, illustrating a route toward more effective, precise and saleable financial risk 
modeling. 
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